Attachment IIIA. CCRR and School Aged Care
CCR&R is the point of entry for early care and programs, School Readiness and VPK services. All parents/guardians that request it are given resource and referral information that will help them meet the needs of their families.  Through the CCR&R department, we provide families with the most up-to-date, accurate information about childcare and early education opportunities available. The CCR&R department helps families understand the importance of a high-quality early education experience and assists them in locating providers that meet each family’s needs by the customization o child care listings. This includes information on the Department of Children and Families (DCF) licensing website, how to search for a provider, child care options, quality indicators and a four-step guidance process to help them in their search for a provider. Once CCR&R information is provided, School Readiness and VPK services are offered to all interested families.  Referrals are also made for inclusion services such as early special needs intervention, special needs referrals, warm line contact information and other activities that promote inclusion, such as 2 inclusion specialists that assist providers in offering inclusive services for children with special needs. All services are provided in a customer-friendly manner, and in accordance with the system requirements of the CCR&R Network of the Office of Early Learning (OEL).
Through community outreach and education, the ELC publicizes early learning services and educates parents/guardians and providers, human service agencies, employers, and community planners in the workplace regarding early childhood services.  This includes school readiness and VPK laws and regulations, availability of early education and care options and quality School Readiness services.  CCRR compiles guides of community resources for each county we serve to help parents and other agencies working with our clients find all available resources needed to provide for the physical, educational and emotional needs of their children. These are posted online at ecs4kids.org and are also available in printed additions as funding allows. We advertise CCRR services through our contractor’s website and one other venue.  Additionally, we attend community events several times a year to do community outreach including active participation Kiwanis and Rotary Clubs.  The Coalition C.E.O. and staff actively participate in interagency meetings with other entities that impact early learning, as well as maintaining Kiwanis and Rotary memberships as well as local Chamber of Commerce memberships.  Kiwanis is a service organization that focuses on early education and other child issues.  The Putnam County Kiwanis partners with The Coalition on their annual Kid Rally and Reading Roundup as well as the Reading Pals program and three-year-old book bag projects.
The ELC, through its Primary Service Provider, works to ensure that there is adequate availability of high-quality school age and infant/toddler care as well as care for all children.  We offer provider training and technical assistance in school age care, either through the Primary Service Provider or in partnership with OEL.  Additionally, the ELC seeks to recruit additional licensed providers, focusing on family child care homes, to provide school age care.
Ferst Foundation – Based on available funding the ELC may fund books for school readiness children in Baker, Bradford, Nassau, and/or other counties through the Ferst Foundation.  The books are sent to School Readiness children who are under school age and include parent activities that promote parents as their child’s first teacher.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Toddler/Preschool Festivals:  This is a big festival style event used to raise awareness geared for families with children ages 1-5.  The ELC currently holds these events in Clay, Putnam, and St. Johns in partnership with several local partners such as Kiwanis and the Rotary Club.  There is live entertainment and tons of activities geared for our youngest learners.  The activities include a storytelling and puppet show tent, fishing for books, block zone, car arena, princess parlor with pictures with Cinderella, playdough table and many craft activities.  Free books and bike helmets and many free screenings are also available through local health agencies.  

