 Setting Provider Payment Rates
Policy 

Provider Rate Policy

Provider Rates are set by the Coalition Board.  The Coalition Board may designate a committee to set the rates or the rates can be set by a vote of the Coalition as a whole.  
Market Rates  
The market rate schedule, at a minimum must :

· Differentiate rates by type, including a child care provider who holds a Gold Seal Quality Care designation under s. 402.281, F.S.; a child care facility licensed under s. 402.305, F.S.; a public or nonpublic school exempt from licensure under s. 402.3025, F.S.; a faith-based child care facility exempt from licensure under s. 402.316, F.S., who does not hold a Gold Seal Quality Care designation; a large family child care home licensed under s. 402.3131, F.S.; or a family day care home licensed or registered under s. 402.313, F.S. Coalitions shall negotiate Gold Seal rates up to 20 percent above the licensed center payment rate. However, the Gold Seal rates may not exceed the private pay rate for licensed center care.
· Differentiate rates by the type of child care services provided for children with special    needs or risk categories, infants, toddlers, preschool-age children and school-age children. The ELC shall negotiate special needs rates up to 20 percent above the licensed center infant payment rate. However, the special needs rates may not exceed the private pay rate for licensed center infant care.
· Differentiate rates between full-time and part-time child care services.
· Consider discounted rates for child care services for multiple children in a single family.

· The Coalition must base the market rate schedule exclusively on the prices charged for child care services.

The ELC shall consider the market rate schedule in adopting a payment schedule. The payment schedule must take into consideration the average market rate and include the projected number of children the coalition will serve. The ELC must submit the market rate schedule to OEL for approval. The EL shall reimburse informal child care arrangements at not more than 50 percent of the rate adopted for a family day care home.
Special Needs Rates

Special Needs rates are up to 20% above the infant rate as listed on the rate charts for each county. The appropriate care level is not based on chronological age but on Whether a child’s care is paid at the special need rate is determined by the professional judgment of a doctor or psychologist or as documented in the child’s IEP or FSP.  This documentation must be forwarded to the Coalition or its agent.  The Coalition or its agent may then choose to visit the child at the center to determine the financial impact that caring for the child will have on the center.  The rate that is then determined will not exceed 20% of the child’s rate for the care level appropriate to the child and may be less depending on the nature of the special need.

Gold Seal Rate

The ELC will set the Gold Seal payment differential at a level not to exceed the 20% of the reimbursement rate.  Additionally, in no case will a provider be paid a combined reimbursement rate and Gold Seal differential that exceeds a child care provider’s rates charged to private pay clients.
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